Inflammatory pseudotumor of the liver in a patient with early gastric cancer: CT-histopathological correlation.
A case of inflammatory pseudotumor (IPT) of the liver associated with early gastric cancer is reported. Intravenous contrast-enhanced computed tomography (CT) showed a large, irregularly shaped mass lesion in the left lobe of the liver. The lesion was characterized by peripheral rim-like or septal enhancement and an internal low density area in the delayed phase. The gastric cancer was a papillary adenocarcinoma limited to the mucosa. The resected liver tumor measured 5.5 x 5.0 x 4.0 cm, and its cut surface revealed a well-circumscribed mass divided into lobules by fibrous tissue. Histologically the mass was composed of fibrous areas and cellular areas, and the cellular areas consisted of fascicles of plump spindle cells intermingled with varying numbers of plasma cells, lymphocytes and histiocytes. Thus, the higher attenuation on the enhanced CT scan corresponded to the areas of intense fibrosis, and the areas of lower attenuation corresponded to the predominantly cellular areas. The CT findings of delayed peripheral rim-like or septal enhancement of the hepatic tumor may be a specific finding of IPT.